
 
 

NG3C 2016 Shootout Participant Rules 

Team Leaders 

Each participating club will need to choose a team leader. The team leader will have the following 
responsibilities: 

 Be the communication point person between the Council and their team before and after 
the shootout.  

 Pre-register team participants before the event. 
 Insure that all team participants have their participant number. 
 Insure that all team participants are aware of the shootout rules and off-limits areas before the event.  
 Register all participants, including those who did not pre-register on the day of the event. 
 Turn in team images on flash drives as stated below.  

Event Rules 

 All images must be shot within the boundaries defined by the Council. 

Photographers must set their time and date stamp accurately so that it is clear that the images were 
captured during the event. Random checking of metadata from winning images can be expected for 
verification if in doubt. 

 All images must be made during the time limits allowed on the day of the Shootout. 

All images must be edited, named and turned in on schedule to their club’s team leader. 

Items brought by the photographer that are “set up” shots and not found in the area will be disallowed. 

The number of images able to be presented by each club may be determined after the registration 
process to make sure that each club can enter the maximum number possible. That selection number will 
be conveyed to the TEAM LEADER after all clubs are registered. This amount is determined by the 
number of teams and participants registered. 

Preparing Images For Judging 

1. IMAGE NAMING AND IMAGE TITLES: After photographers edit their photos, they must name the jpeg files 
according to this convention: 

01-01-001-Image Title.jpg. Specifically: 
Category Number-Club Number-Photographer Number-Image Title.jpg . *(See Naming and Titling 
Requirements below). 

Category numbers, club numbers and photographer numbers will be given to the TEAM LEADER. It is the team 
leader’s responsibility to make sure that all team members have these numbers. Club numbers and 
photographer numbers may be assigned in advance of the Shootout day but Categories are revealed during a 
random drawing on the morning of the Shootout. 

*Naming and Titling Requirements: It is important to use the naming convention listed above. The File 
Name should be: (Category number-Club number-Photographer number-Image Title.jpg)  
Image Title: TITLE YOUR IMAGES DESCRIPTIVELY, CREATIVELY or ARTISTICALLY but do not 
name them with the topic name. There is a difference between a file name and an image title. The file 
name should use the naming convention. The Image Title in this case refers to what you would name 
your picture if you were placing it in a museum or on display.  



For example, an image might be named “03-07-032-Three isn’t a Crowd” or “03-07-032-Glorious Light” or 
“03-07-032-Neon Signs.” Please do not submit your images with file titles as they come from your 
camera: remove ALL references to these numbers. An image title such as “IMG_1180.JPG” will disqualify 
your image from the contest. An image titled “soft-focus-IMGA0829” would also be disqualified because 
the camera-assigned number hasn’t been removed.  

If the category topic is “soft focus” then the image listed above is not properly titled because image titles 
should not refer to topic names. “Red Chevette02” would be an allowed title even though it has an 
intentional number but titling an image “Untitled” or “Untitled02” would be unacceptable. The proper file 
name and title for a red Chevette might be “05-12-017-Red Chevette 02”.  

Feel free to use your imagination and have fun with your Image Titles! 

2. IMAGE SIZING: Images should be sized to 2400 pixels on the longest side (wide or tall) at 72 pixels per 
inch (ppi) and submitted in .jpg format. We recommend you present your images in the highest quality (least 
.jpg compression). In Photoshop you would save your image at a quality of 12 or 100% which is the highest 
quality. For more information, visit http://www.gcflearnfree.org/photoshopbasics/6/print . You may find the 
“File/Save For Web” menu settings in Photoshop to be helpful.  

In Lightroom you would save your image as a .jpg with a quality of 100. For more information see 
http://havecamerawilltravel.com/photographer/exporting-jpegs-lightroom-quality-settings . The equivalent of the 
“Save For Web” Photoshop command in Lightroom can be found under the File >> Export menu. A full 
discussion of this is found at http://www.earthboundlight.com/phototips/adobe-lightroom-export.html   

3. IMAGE COLOR SPACE: Submitted images must use the sRGB color space. Your EXIF information will 
be checked if your image is selected as a winner. The reason for this rule is to insure a level playing field 
colorwise. sRGB produces an average yet excellent color rendition with standard saturation on most video 
screens whereas saving your image as AdobeRGB may enhance or saturate certain colors more.  

4. UNIQUE IMAGE SUBMISSION RULE: Each camera club must submit unique images over all categories. For 
example, the same image cannot be entered in two or more different categories. Each picture entered in the 
contest may be entered only once. If duplicate images are submitted by a club, they will both be disqualified.  

5. CAMERA: You may use any brand and type of camera you wish so long as your image is captured with a 
camera to begin with. This means that you may use an iPhone or Android phone, iPad or Android tablet cam in 
addition to the usual Canons, Fujis, Nikons, Sonys, etc. This may not be a good time to experiment with pinhole 
digital cameras, however, due to time limitations. 

Digital Image manipulation using image processing software is certainly allowed and encouraged, but remember 
you have limited time. Shooting in Camera Raw format is up to each photographer but your final submission 
must be in .jpg format.  

6. DISCLAIMERS: Submitted images which violate or disregard any of these rules will be disqualified. In 
addition, please be mindful of your audience. Images which would be generally interpreted as “indecent 
exposure,” depraved, politically damaging, embarrassing, discriminatory or degrading to any segment of the 
population should be avoided. If your image would raise questions of this nature, there is no question. It will be 
disqualified. 

Submitting Images For Judging 

Each team’s leader will turn in their team’s images on a separate flash drive for each category, labeled only with 
the club number and category number. For example, a flash drive might be named Club 05 / 04 (where 05 is the 
Club number and 04 is the category number). The Club number must come first on flash drive labels. Please do 
not put your club’s name on the flash drive. 

No images will be accepted after the turn-in time of 2 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. You must not be late. 
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